
BITS & PIECES
NORWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER                                                                                            ISSUE 4: 2016-2017

On February 3,  Nico Iannacone took the title 
NMS Geography  Bee  Champion  for  the  2nd 
year in a row.  Seventh grader Alex Geagea was 
the runner up this year.   Students cheered on 
their classmates on the stage while Mr. Cardoso 
and Mr. Doran challenged them with a variety 
of questions about US and world geography.  

Congratulations  to  al l  the  finalists  who  
competed  in  this  year’s  Geography  Bee:  Kyle 
Anderson,  Jacob  Carnes,  Alex  Geagea,  Lillian 
Hudanich,  Brian  Hynes,  Nico  Iannacone, 
Ashley Malone, Kristin McCarthy, Alec Pettit, 
and Camden Smith.

Nico  a l so  qua l i f ied  to  compete  in  the 
Massachusetts State Geographic Bee on Friday, 
March 31 at Elms College in Chicopee.  Good 
Luck, Nico!

NMS GEOGRAPHY BEEHIDDEN FIGURES 
Our all-school field trip to see the 
Oscar  nominated  movie  Hidden 
Fi g u r e s  wa s  a  huge  success .  
Teachers  pro v ided  some 
background  for  the  social  and 
political issues in the movie, such 
as segregation, women’s rights, the 
Space  Race  and  the  Cold  War.  
Sixth  grade  students  worked  on 
math  problems  related  to  space 
and space travel.  

In  the  seventh  grade,  students 
learned  about  arc,  trajectory  and 
centrifugal force through different 
activities.   The  eighth  graders 
built  rockets  and  launched  them 
in gym.  Overall, it was a great day!

CONGRATULATIONS 
…to Kyle Anderson, Jacob Carnes, 
Lily  Hudanich,  and  AJ  Sulc  on 
their first place win at the regional 
Math Counts competition.
…to  Grace  Quinn ,  who  wa s 
selected  as  a  Cool  Science  2017 
honoree for her submission to the 
climate change artwork contest.
…to  Ol iv i a  Be l lo  and  L i l y 
Hudanich who were named to the 
SEMSBA  honor  band ;  CJ 
Hudanich, to the SEMSBA honor 
orchestra; Bianca Anderson, Rose 
Hansen, Abby Leff, Ashley Malone 
and  Hannah  Takaha sh i ,  the 
SEMSBA honor chorus.

6th grade female mathematicians hard at work.

SOUPER BOWL FOOD DRIVE 
The Community Service Club organized our annual "Souper Bowl" food drive 
again this year.  The homeroom in each grade who collects the most items is 
awarded  the  Golden  Football.   This  year’s  winning  homerooms  were  Mr. 
Davenport’s  homeroom in  grade  8  with 
198  items  col lected,  Mr.  Cardoso’s 
homeroom  in  grade  7  with  190  items 
collected, and Mrs. Flanagan’s homeroom 
in grade 6 with 252 items collected!

Thanks to everyone who participated the 
Norwell Food Pantry is now fortunate to 
have  an  additional  1,500  food  items  for 
those in need!  Well Done!
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HELPING SENIORS WITH TECHNOLOGY 
Who better  to  answer  all  your  technology  questions  than  a  middle 
school student?  In January, we invited seniors to come to the middle 
school with questions about how to use their personal devices - tablets, 
Smart phones, e-readers, etc.  Our middle school students were happy 
to answer all their questions and even show them some tips and tricks 
for using the devices.

We’re looking forward to hosting another help day soon.  Anyone with 
technology questions is welcome to come learn from our experts!

MCAS INFORMATION 
MCAS testing is quickly approaching.  Below 
are the dates:

*Please note the change in date for grade 6 math MCAS 
from May 3 to May 1.

It  is  very  important  that  all  iPads  are  in 
working  order  before  testing.   Cracked 
screens  and  any  other  functioning  issues 
should be brought to Mrs. Carton ASAP.

UPCOMING  EVENTS:  March  10…Term  3  Progress  Reports 
posted;  March  10-11…The  Little  Mermaid  performances;  March  17…
Professional Day, No School; March 18-19…Homework Free Weekend; 
March  24…Assembly  with  Speaker  Randy  Pierce;  March  27…PTO 
Meeting, 7 pm; March 31…Term 3 ends

We  all  know  that  the  standard 
response  to  the  question,  “How 
was  school  today?”  is  the  ever  so 
descriptive,  “Fine.”   If  you  are 
looking for ways to find out more 
from your  middle  schooler  about 
schoo l ,  c l i ck  HERE  to  read 
Edutopia’s article “15 Questions to 
Replace, ‘How Was School Today?’”
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NMS BOOK CHALLENGE 
THE CHALLENGE:  Read  at  least  6  books  (4 
from the posted list plus 2 free choices) and record 
them in the Book Tracker by May 31, 2017.

NMSBook
Challenge

2017

PRIZES: All students who read and record at least 6 books will win a 
small prize. Students who read and record more than 6 books will be 
entered in a raffle for larger prizes --  the more books you read, the 
more raffle tickets you get! We will have a party at the end of the year 
to award prizes and discuss which books we liked.

GR ELA MATH SCI/TECH

6 April 4, 5 May 1, 2 xxx

7 April 6, 7 May 15, 16 xxx

8 April 10, 12 May 10, 11 May 18, 19

ALL THREE SHOWS 
ARE SOLD OUT!  

WE’RE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO AN 
AMAZING SHOW!

PROJECT 351 CLOTHING DRIVE 
As a Project 351 Ambassador, 8th grader Molly Castle will be 
organizing  a  clothing  drive  here  at  NMS.   Below are  the 
details of her project:

• We will be collecting gently used clothing for children - 
infants to age 15.

• The event will take place from March 27 to April 7.
• Rock  Sum Socks  Day  will  be  Tuesday  March  28th--

donations of socks or cash can be contributed that day.
• Donations  can  be  placed  in  the  boxes  in  the  main 

lobby.

T O P  L E F T:  S tudents 
supported  the  Patriots’  trip  to 
the Super Bowl
T O P  R I G H T:  S tudents 
practicing  team  work  in  Mr. 
Doran’s room
LEFT:  Mrs. Flanagan’s winning 
Souper Bowl homeroom
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